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Wisconsin Saves Money

State Property

Human Resources

Technology

Procurement



Procurement

• State government is reducing prices by 
competitively bidding entire categories of goods 
and services.

• Additional savings are encouraged by  
negotiating contracts for all state agencies 
universities rather than individually.  

Significant volume = lower prices

• Local and Tribal governments can use most 
state contracts to save money.



Things We Buy

Examples:

Passenger Cars Medium Duty Trucks Light Duty Trucks

Law Enforcement Vehicles Desktop Computers Laptop Computers

Janitorial Supplies Office Supplies Apparel

Copiers Printers Software

Food Supplies Furniture Paper

Accounting Services Radios Tires



Big Savings on Office Supplies

Product                       New State Price       Old State Price       Savings

Disks, IBM Format $1.12 $8.30 86%

Maximum Plus™ Batteries $2.35 $11.66 80%

Envelopes, 100/Box $2.75 $13.19 79%

Sharpie® Permanent Marker $0.24 $1.01 76%

Manila File Folders, 100/Box $2.95 $6.81 66%



Big Savings on Tires

State
Tire Size (Vehicle) Base Price Contract Savings

Goodyear P225/60R16 Eagle 
(Law Enforcement) $171.58 $87.51 49%

Goodyear LT245/75R16 Conquest
(Light Truck) $123.36 $67.85 45%

Goodyear P215/65R15  Regatta
(Passenger Car) $109.84 $59.31 46%



Ways to Save

There are two ways local governments and 
Tribes can take advantage of prices on many of 
the state government purchasing contracts to 
save money.

1. Buy directly from the state contract supplier

2. Use state contract pricing as a benchmark    
and negotiate comparable pricing with your local 
vendors



Accessing State Contracts

All State contracts are listed on the State’s VendorNet 
web site.  To access the VendorNet home page go 
to:

http://vendornet.state.wi.us

Click on General Procurement Information.
1. Then, scroll to and click on Procurement 

Contracts
2. Scroll to the bottom of the page to find contracts 

listed in alphabetical order by category 
3. A “CP” indicates that a contract is open to local & 

Tribal government use  

**Local and Tribal governments can also use 
VendorNet to post their Request for Bids.**



VendorNet (http://vendornet.state.wi.us)
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Procurement Assistance

For more information about State contracts 
and procurements, please contact:

Jim Langdon

608-267-2715

james.langdon@wisconsin.gov

http://vendornet.state.wi.us



Service Award Program

• Local governments can utilize the Service Award Program, a tax- 
deferred benefit program for volunteer fire fighters and emergency 
medical technicians.  

• The  intent of Service Award is to assist municipalities in retaining 
volunteer fire fighters and emergency medical technicians. 

For More Information, Contact:
Terri Lenz

608-261-2298
terri.lenz@wisconsin.gov

www.doa.state.wi.us
Keyword:  Service Award Program



The State fuel contracts are negotiated levels of profit 
and overhead for fuel vendors with weekly indexed 
prices

• Liquefied LP
• Motor Fuels – Gasohol, Gasoline, and Diesel
• E-85 Ethanol
• Natural Gas
• Lubricating Oils and Greases
• Burner Fuel Oils

Fuel Purchasing



Fuel Purchasing

Prices updated weekly on VendorNet

http://vendornet.state.wi.us

http://vendornet.state.wi.us/vendornet/defaultNIGP.map


Fuel Purchasing



Fuel Purchasing

• Local Governments would need to set up own fueling 
stations

– In most cases the state rents or leases tanks from the companies
– In some cases the state purchases the storage tanks

• Natural Gas Delivery
– If a pipeline is not already available and delivery would be over 

50,000 Therms, the State can be contacted to see if a pipeline 
can be installed.

– There would be a 1% service charge

Contact Ralph Warner 608-266-7533
Ralph.Warner@Wisconsin.gov



• Wisconsin’s Energy Issues & Policies
– Guidelines and policies the state is using for 

operating facilities are available online for 
download.

– Reducing use of fossil fuels in state owned 
facilities

• Sustainable Facilities Policies
– Guidelines used in design and planning of 

construction or renovation of existing facilities.
– Improve quality and performance of buildings
– Minimize cost of occupancy

Conserve Wisconsin



Conserve Wisconsin

• Performance Contracting for Energy 
Conservation
– There will be a list of 10 vendors
– Select 3 to do an energy audit
– Select a vendor to do a detailed audit and 

savings plan
– Enter into a performance contract where 

vendor finances the improvements & 
uses savings from improvements to repay 
the financing



Conserve Wisconsin

For more information about Sustainable and 
Energy Efficient Building, please contact:

Cheryl Rezabek
(608) 261-7754

Cheryl.Rezabek@wisconsin.gov

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/section.asp?linkid=135&locid=4



• Water conservation is the cheapest source of 
new supply

• Reduce operating expenses (pumping and 
chemicals)

• Defer or eliminate capital costs for water and 
wastewater infrastructure

• Improve efficiency

• Comply with new regulations

Water Conservation 
Benefits



Toolbox for Reducing Demand
• Education and outreach
• Water use accountability 
• Conservation rate structures 
• Water-saving hardware
• Reuse and recycling

Water Conservation

Contact Jeff Ripp, Water Conservation Coordinator
Wisconsin Public Service Commission
608-267-9813
Jeff.Ripp@psc.state.wi.us

http://psc.wi.gov/utilityinfo/water/conservation-index.htm



Schools Program and Government Buildings and 
Operations Program

• Provides Tribal and local governments with 
information, training and resources.

• FREE building assessments available 
depending on utility service area.

• Results SAVE money on your utility bills and 
REDUCE energy usage.

Energy Programs 
Focus on Energy



Energy Programs 
Focus on Energy

For more information regarding Energy Programs, 
please contact:

Charlie Schneider
Wisconsin Focus on Energy
715-720-2176
charlieschneider@focusonenergy.com

www.focusonenergy.com



Employee Trust Fund Programs

• Wisconsin Retirement System
– Currently 1375 Local Governments Participating
– Open to all public employers that can levy taxes
– Must be in WRS to be eligible to participate in programs 

listed below.
• Group Health Insurance

– Currently 325 Local Governments Participating
• Group Life Insurance

– Currently 665 Local Governments Participating
• Income Continuation Insurance

– Currently 135 Local Governments Participating

Employer Communication Center
608-264-7900

http://etf.wi.gov



Wisconsin Personnel Partners 
by the Office of State Employment Relations

• Announce positions on the 
WiscJobs website

• Screen Applicants
• Create Position 

Descriptions
• Analyze Compensation 

and Benefits 
• Create Performance 

Appraisal Systems
• Training 

Employers/Employees

• For more information about 
Wisconsin Personnel 
Partners, please contact:

Jennifer Gebert
Wisconsin Personnel Partners

608-266-1088
wpp@wisconsin.gov

www.wpp.wi.gov

Local and Tribal governments can work with 
Wisconsin Personnel Partners

mailto:wpp@wisconsin.gov


Online Learning 

• Local and Tribal  governments 
can participate in the online 
learning.

• Training available 24/7/365

• Pay with Credit Card (alternative 
payment options available)

• Receive Course Completion 
Certificates

• Employee has one year from 
date of sign up to take as many 
courses as available from 
catalog

www.ohrd.wisc.edu 
Click on “Online Learning 

Opportunities”

Course Catalogs Available: 
• Online Human Resources and 

Business Skills Libraries
– Skillsoft (525 Courses $48)
– Mindleaders (679 Courses $53)

• Online Information Technology (IT) 
Courses 
– Skillsoft (1400 Courses $48)
– Mindleaders (1045 Courses 

$53)

• Online Health & Safety Courses
– Skillsoft (95 Courses $73)
– Mindleaders (118 Courses $53)



Training (www.ohrd.wisc.edu)
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Steps to Register for an Online Course Library

Steps for paying with a credit card – all other payment forms, please call.

Step 1:  Go to  web page at www.ohrd.wisc.edu, CLICK on “Online learning,” then 
CLICK on the library you will be registering for, and then CLICK on “register.” 
You will end up on the “Login” page.

Step 2. CLICK on “Create Guest Account” – you must do this first.  

Step 3. You’ll be back on the log in page and the guest NetID will be filled in.  Enter 
the password you created for the person you are registering.

Step 4. Confirm the registration, and CLICK on “pay now with credit card.”

Step 5. Payment:  The registrant’s information will be filled in automatically.  If you 
would like to receive the email payment receipt, put your email into that space.  
You can also change the name to be the name of the person who holds the credit 
card instead of the registrant’s name.  Click on “continue” at the bottom of the 
page and momentarily you will see a copy of the email that you will also receive.  

Step 6. Your person is now registered and paid for.  An email will be sent giving 
access to the course library he/she is registered for and detailed 
instructions.



Training (www.ohrd.wisc.edu)
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For more information about Online Learning, 
please contact:

Peter Williams
608-265-8982

pwilliams@ohr.wisc.edu

or 

Jane Dymond
608-263-6918

jdymond@ohr.wisc.edu

www.ohrd.wisc.edu

Training (www.ohrd.wisc.edu)



Technology 
DOA’s Division of Enterprise Technology

DOA’s Division of Enterprise Technology (DET) has  
technology related services that local and Tribal  
governments can use to save money. They include:

• Publishing Services and Mail Distribution
• Business Cards
• Phone Services
• Computer and Software Savings



Telephone Service 
DOA’s Division of Enterprise Technology

• Local and Tribal 
governments can get the 
same low-cost phone 
services as the state.

• Cell Phone Service
– As low as $4.75 per 

month and .09 cents per 
minute

• Local Phone Service
– As low as $9.50 per 

month and $5 per month 
for voice mail per line.



Technology Contact 
DOA’s Division of Enterprise Technology

For more information about how DOA’s DET 
can help Local governments with technology, 
please contact:

Bernie Mrazik
(608) 224-4033

bernie.mrazik@wisconsin.gov



Grants

• Federal Grants
www.grants.gov

• Other Grants
Drinking and 
Wastewater 
Funding Sources
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/EL/forms/sources.html



State Grants – wigrants.wi.gov



State Grants – wigrants.wi.gov





Commerce Programs

• Community Development Block Grant 
Program (6 programs)

• Other Financial Assistance Programs   
(3 programs)

• Technical Assistance Programs            
(3 programs)

• Housing Programs (14 programs)



6 Programs
1. Planning 
2. Public Facilities 
3. Public Facilities for Economic Development
4. Housing
5. Emergency Assistance
6. Wisconsin Neighborhood Stabilization (WNS) 

Program 

Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG)



Other Financial Assistance

• Blight Elimination and Brownfields 
Redevelopment Program
– 7 grants to communities with less than 30,000 

population

• Community Based Economic Development 
Program
– Grant to develop and support local capacity to plan and 

implement economic development strategies

• Local Development Program
– Grant to support multi-faceted community development 

projects



Technical Assistance

• Wisconsin Main Street Program
– Focuses on revitalizing historic downtown business 

districts

• Wisconsin Business Retention and Expansion 
Survey
– Conducted by request of local government

• Relocation Plan Review
– Ensures that local governments meet state 

requirements when they displace business or home 
owners through use of eminent domain law



Commerce Programs Contacts

• Jim Frymark, Community Development  
(608) 266-2742

• Marty Evanson, Supportive Housing  
(608) 267-2713

• Jim Engle, Downtown & Community 
Revitalization (608) 267-0766

http://commerce.wi.gov





http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/cfindex.html



DNR Grants
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DNR Grants and Contacts 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/BUREAU/staff.html#region



WisDOT



http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/index.htm



Loans - Board of Commissioner of 
Public Lands

State Trust Fund Loan  Program
• Easy to use 
• Low interest rates
• Eligibility includes School 

districts and municipalities, as 
defined 67.01(5) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes.  Tribes not 
eligible.

Federal Match Program
• Easy to use, short term  loan to 

aid in obtaining matching 
amount for federal grants.

• Uses of funds include:  buildings, 
roads, water and sewer facilities, 
equipment, recreation facilities, 
industrial development, or other 
public purposes. 

For more information, please 
contact:

Scott Eastwood 
608-266-1370

scott.eastwood@wisconsin.gov

http://bcpl.state.wi.us/



http://wisconsinpartnership.wi.gov 
To ask questions about Wisconsin Partnerships and how you 
can access some of the programs mentioned, please contact:

Dawn Vick Chris Connor
Department of Administration Department of Administration
Intergovernmental Services Intergovernmental Services
608-266-7043 608-267-2704
dawn.vick@wisconsin.gov christopher.connor@wi.gov
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